Geek
48.000.000 Google Treffer fiir Geek (25.01.10)

Der Ausdruck Geek [gi_l i (engl. umgangssprachlich fur Streber, Stubengelehrter) hat sich
im Laufe der Zeit gewandelt in die Bezeichnung fir eine Person, die sich durch grof3es
Interesse an wissenschaftlichen oder fiktionalen Themen auszeichnet — Gblicherweise, aber
nicht ausschliel3lich, von elektronischer oder phantastischer Natur.
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WO rtg eSCh iChte [Bearbeiten]

Das englische Wort ,,geek* (vom angelsachsischen Wort ,,Geck*) bezeichnete im frithen
Mittelalter Menschen, die auf Jahrmérkten lebendigen Tieren den Kopf abbissen. ,,Geek*
stand in diesem Zusammenhang flr eine durch absonderliche Taten auffallige Person (vgl.
Freak).

Das deutsche Wort Geck bezeichnet einen Narren oder Tor mit unstetem, flatterhaftem
Verhalten, vergleiche Jeck im Kdlnischen und gek im Niederlandischen. Der Ursprung lag
wohl in der Bezeichnung einer Kalberkrankheit, nach der die Tiere ein verdrehtes und
gestortes Gehirn aufweisen. Spéter bezog sich ,,Geck* auf den iibertrieben modisch
gekleideten und/oder sich manieriert verhaltenden Mann (,,Modegeck®, auch Stutzer oder im
Englischen Dandy) sowie auf den Fastnachtsnarr.

Seit den 1990er Jahren vollzog sich ein Wandel im Gebrauch von geek. Man verbindet damit
nun, in vielschichtig indirektem Zusammenhang zum Streber, einen Menschen, der sich
intensiv mit einem Thema, besonders aus der Informatik™, beschaftigt oder einen unter
Umsténden extrovertierten Drang zur Anerkennung einer eigenen Lebensart besitzt. Unter den
Informatik-Geeks wird auch zwischen mehreren Typen unterschieden: Fir den sogenannten
Pure-Geek sollte alles méglichst puristisch sein, er arbeitet am liebsten mit einer
Kommandozeile und setzt primér auf Open Source. Der Gadget-Geek begeistert sich
hingegen auch fir moderne GUIs, und setzt auch gerne Windows- oder Mac-Systeme sowie
technisches Spielzeug wie das iPhone ein.
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Weitere Verwendung (searbeiten]
Es existieren noch weitere gebrdauchliche Bedeutungen fur das Wort Geek:

o Als Geek bezeichnet man abfallig einen — haufig mit tberdurchschnittlich hoher
Intelligenz begabten — Menschen mit schwachen sozialen Fahigkeiten — oder
jemanden, der diesen Anschein erweckt (vgl.: Nerd). Im 20. Jahrhundert wurde diese
Benennung h&ufig flr Personen angewandt, die sich stark mit Mathematik,
Technologie oder Computern, hdufig in neuen Medien beschéftigen. Diese Definition
von ,,Geek* kommt der klassischen Definition von Hacker (oder Nerd) nahe. Die
interaktive soziale Verhaltensweise von Geeks auf ihrem jeweiligen Fachgebiet sowie
die Kommunikation von Geeks untereinander ist fur Nicht-Geeks meist
unverstandlich.

o Computer-Geek nennt man eine Person mit stark gesteigertem Interesse an Computern
und neuen Medien, haufig mit einer intensiven Beziehung zum Internet.

Vom Klassiker des monothematisch orientierten Geek oder Nerd (Fachidiot) ist jener
Hochbegabte zu unterscheiden, der zum Multithematischen neigt. Er entwickelt Expertentum
in einem vielfaltigen Themenspektrum und beschrankt sich nicht auf ein einzelnes
Fachgebiet.

Geek VS. Nel’d [Bearbeiten]

Dieser Artikel oder Abschnitt ist nicht hinreichend mit Belegen (bspw.

Ej Einzelnachweisen) ausgestattet. Die fraglichen Angaben werden daher mdglicherweise
demnéchst geléscht. Hilf der Wikipedia, indem du die Angaben recherchierst und gute
Belege einfligst. Bitte entferne zuletzt diese Warnmarkierung.

Seit neuestem unterscheiden viele Internet-Benutzer, denen beide Begriffe bekannt sind,
zwischen folgenden Kriterien der beiden Begriffe Geek und Nerd:

o Zwar zeigt der Geek ein starkes Interesse an Informatik und vor allem Neuen Medien,
jedoch besitzt ein Geek im Vergleich zum Nerd eine soziale Umgebung auRerhalb des
Internets, sowie reale und virtuell-reale Freundschaften.

« Der Nerd dagegen besitzt schon nahezu eine Sucht auf bestimmte Bereiche der Neuen
Medien, wie zum Beispiel Videospiele, und hat dafuir meistens seine soziale
Umgebung aufgeopfert. Seine Freundschaften sind haufig mehr virtuell als real, und
auch die restlichen realen Freundschaften werden mehr und mehr vernachlassigt.

SO nSti g es [Bearbeiten]

In den USA wird seit 1990 jeweils am 13. Juli der ,,Sei-stolz-ein-Geek-zu-sein-Tag"
(“Embrace Your Geekness Day”) begangen.[;1

Einzelnachweise [gearbeiten]

1. 1 Microsoft Encarta Dictionary: Geek, Bedeutung 2
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2. 1 Timo Lokoschat: Es wird eng im Kalender. 365 kuriose Gedenk- und Feiertage.
Sanssouci im Hanser Verlag. S. 114 ISBN 978-3836302180

Siehe aUCh [Bearbeiten]

Computerfreak, Nerd, Hacker, Freak
Geek Code

Eigenbroétler, Fachsimpelei

Dilbert

Otaku

Literatur [Bearbeiten]

¢ Neil Feineman: Geek Chic. The Ultimate Guide to Geek Culture. Ginko Press, Corte
Madera 2005. ISBN 1-58423-205-6

Weblinks [Bearbeiten]

W Wiktionary: Geek — Bedeutungserklarungen, Wortherkunft, Synonyme, Ubersetzungen
und Grammatik

Wissenschaftlich [Bearbeiten]

o The Hacker/Nerd Connection, bekannteste Definition der Begriffe ,,Geek®, ,,Hacker*
etc. (im Jargon File)

o Das Nerd-Phdnomen Die gesellschaftliche Ursache von Geeks und Nerds

o Geek Culture (englisch; PDF-Datei; 99 kB)

Humoristisch [Bearbeiten]

e The Girl's Guide to Geek Guys Tipps fur Frauen, die einen Geek als Freund haben
maochten (englisch)

e The Guy's Guide to Geek Girls Tipps fir Ménner, die eine Geek als Freundin haben
maochten (englisch)

o Der Geek Test auf Deutsch

o Vergleich von Geeks und Drogendealern

e Was Geeks anziehen - ein Modeshooting plus Fragen (PDF) (907 kB)

Von ,,http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geek
Kategorie: Netzkultur

T Look up geek in Wiktionary, the free dictionary.

For the EP by My Bloody Valentine, see Geek!.
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For the film, see Geeks (2004 film).

The word geek is a slang term, noting individuals as "a peculiar or otherwise odd person,
especially one who is perceived to be overly obsessed with one or more things including those
of intellectuality, electronics, etc."™! Formerly, the term referred to a carnival performer often
billed as a wild man whose act usually includes biting the head off a live chicken, bat, snake
or bugs. The 1976 edition of the American Heritage Dictionary included only the definition

regarding geek shows.

This word comes from English dialect geek, geck: fool, freak; from Low German geck, from
Middle Low German. The root geck still survives in Dutch gek: crazy, and in the Alsatian
word Gickeleshut: geek's hat, used in carnivals./2

Contents
[hide]

e 1 Definitions

e 2 Reclamation and self-identification
e 3 Geek chic

e 4 Seealso

e 5 References

¢ 6 External links

Definitions

The definition of geek has changed considerably over time, and there is no longer a definitive
meaning. The terms nerd, gimp, dweeb, dork and spod have similar meanings as geek, but
many choose to identify different connotations amongst these terms, although the differences
are disputed. In a 2007 interview on The Colbert Report, Richard Clarke said the difference
between nerds and geeks is "geeks get it done."®! Julie Smith defined a geek as "a bright
young man turned inward, poorly socialized, who felt so little kinship with his own planet that
he routinely traveled to the ones invented by his favorite authors, who thought of that secret,
dreamy place his computer took him to as cyberspace—somewhere exciting, a place more
real than his own life, a land he could conquer, not a drab teenager's room in his parents'
house."™! "Geeks in suits clothing" is phrase which has been used for IT technical stars which
also have knowledge about business needs.

Other definitions include:

e A derogatory reference to a person obsessed with intellectual pursuits for their own sake,
who is also deficient in most other human attributes so as to impair the person's smooth
operation within society.

e A person who is interested in technology, especially computing and new media. Geeks are
adept with computers, and use the term hacker in a positive way, though not all are hackers
themselves.

¢ A person who relates academic subjects to the real world outside of academic studies; for
example, using multivariate calculus to determine how they should correctly optimize the
dimensions of a pan to bake a cake.
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e A person who has chosen concentration rather than conformity; one who passionately
pursues skill (especially technical skill) and imagination, not mainstream social acceptance.

e A person with a devotion to something in a way that places him or her outside the
mainstream. This could be due to the intensity, depth, or subject of their interest. This
definition is very broad but because many of these interests have mainstream endorsement
and acceptance, the inclusion of some genres as "geeky" is heavily debated. Persons have
been labeled as or chosen to identify as physics geeks, mathematics geeks, engineering
geeks, sci-fi geeks, computer geeks, various science geeks, movie and film geeks (cinephile),
comic book geeks, theatre geeks, history geeks, music geeks, art geeks, philosophy geeks,
literature geeks, historical reenactment geeks, 2012 geeks, video game geeks, and roleplay
geeks.

¢ A more recent school of thought sees Nerd as being a derogatory phrase, whilst Geek is
simply a description. It is taken to be someone who is an enthusiast, often in things outside
of the mainstream spectrum, of note is that in this definition, there is no reference to being
socially inept in the slightest.

Reclamation and self-identification

Although being described as a geek tends to be an insult, the term has recently become more
complimentary, or even a badge of honor, within particular fields. This is particularly evident
in the technical disciplines, where the term is now often a compliment, denoting extraordinary
skill. Nerd Pride Day has been observed on May 25 in Spain since 2006. (May 25 being the
world premiere date of Star Wars and also Towel Day) The holiday promotes the right to be
nerdy or geeky, and to express it in public without shame. A new convention, Geek.Kon, has
sprung up in Madison, Wisconsin with a purpose to celebrate all things geek. The website
BoardGameGeek is an online community of boardgamers who identify themselves as geeks at
game conventions; they call their website "The Geek," for short. Technical support services
such as Geek Squad, Geeks on Call and Dial-a-Geek use the term geek to signify helpful
technical abilities. In recent history, some geeks have cultivated a geek culture, such as geek
humor and obscure references on T-shirts. The so-called geek chic trend is a deliberate
affectation of geek or nerd traits as a fashion statement. Nonetheless, the derogatory definition
of geeks remains that of a person engrossed in his area of interest at the cost of social skills,
personal hygiene and status.

There has been criticism over the widespread appropriation of the terms "geek™ and "nerd" as
self descriptors, especially by individuals who would have most likely not been described as
such under the traditional stereotype. In recent years there, along with efforts to de-emphasize
the negative social aspects, there have also been arguments to de-emphasize the neccesity for
having noticeably exceptional levels of intelligence or technical acuity. This has resulted in
the desire to redefine the term geek rather as any person who pursues a passionate interest in
anything regardless of genre, is creative, and individualistic. Arguments against the revisionist
definitions, however, state that it is not only unneccasary, but it completely contradicts the
traditional accepted definition of the terms which distinctly refer to persons who are noticably
above average intelligence, usually more adept in technically demanding fields, and socially
awkward or alienated to some degree.

Geek chic
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Stephanie Pakrul, or StephTheGeek, a blogger. The t-shirt displays the blue screen of death, an in-
joke to those who are familiar with Microsoft Windows.

"Geek chic" refers to the embracing of stereotypically unpopular "geek" characteristics such
as (taped) glasses, comic books, and video games.

It is highly debatable whether this trend actually means that "real geeks™ are more popular
than they were previously, or if it merely represents a superficial addition of "nerdy" elements
to current fashion trends. Many elements that arguably define “geekiness", such as varying
degrees of social awkwardness, mathematical ability, strong interest in science and/or science
fiction and fantasy, and varying degrees of disinterest in one's personal appearance, remain
unfashionable.[ctatienneeded] Simjlar trends have often occurred in the past; for example, French
Orientalism and exoticism of the 19th century incorporated visual elements from Asian and
African cultures, but did not necessarily imply that people from these cultures were
themselves viewed as fashionable.

Some agree that the concept was born sometime during the mid 1990s; there is no consensus
as to who originated it and where. It is often assumed that it was created by "real geeks" in an
attempt to suppress their widely perceived public image as dull, introverted, and academic.
However, there is a noticeable lack of prominent representatives in science and other geek-
oriented professions who visibly sport geek chic images. Most, if not all, celebrity exponents
of geek chic have emerged from the entertainment field. Actor David Tennant, the Tenth
Doctor in Doctor Who, has described the look of his character as geek chic.!.

Other people believe that geek chic has become a trend because or the glamorization of "geek
culture” in the 2000s decade, such as the use of computers, role playing games, the internet,
anime, Superhero films, fantasy novels, and video games, along with with the high income of
so-called "geeky" job such as Information Technology.

Aside from (taped) eyeglasses, it is also debatable as to whether the geek chic fashion actually
borrows at all from the stereotypical geek image which is based on lack of fashion sense, or
more specifically an overtly studious, academic appearance, hence the so-called "Poindexter"
look. Geek chic is not to be confused with preppie fashion which is more widely associated
with a conservative image rather than geek culture. Instead, much of the geek chic image
borrows from various alternative youth fashions such as emo, goth, hippie, and bohemian
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amongst others. Then again, t-shirts with computer programming in-jokes seems to originate
from the widespread Hollywood depiction of Silicon Valley employees and other computer
geeks. This exaggeration is based on the more casual dress code in place in many such

com(Panies although in reality, this is still mostly limited to business-appropriate attire.cation
needed]

See also

¢ Anorak and Boffin, British slang for "geek"

e Akiba-kei and Otaku, Japanese slang for "geek"
e Blog

e Cracker (computing)

e Hacker (computing)

e Geek Code

e Geekrock

e  Geekcorps

e Geekism

e Nerd

e Social anxiety

e Technosexual

e Robert Lanham, author of 'The Hipster Handbook'
e  Chris Pirillo, technology blogger
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