




































5. Early Agricultural Shows 
The earliest hand cancellations , going back to the 19th cen­
tury , are of course di f ficult to obtain. They arenot very 
interesting pictorially as they are mainly single - or double 
ring cancellations. The first one was for a Royal Agricultural 
Show in 1877. According to George R.Pearson in Special Events 
Postmarks of the United Kingdom this cancellation was repor­
ted by Stitt Dibden but it is not certain if it was used in 
London or Liverpool . The second cancellation , in 1879, was 
used at The Agricultural Exhibition at Kilburn in London . 

Up to the start of the Second World War there had been over 
sixty cancellations used for Agricultural Shows, covering 
nearly every country in England, as well as the rest of the 
Br i tish Isles. Most of them were for the Royal Agricultural 
Show which did not have its permanent home at Stoneleigh un­
til after the Second World War. 
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6. Post War Agricultural Shows 
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Agricultural Shows started up again after the War and there 
were hand cancellations for shows at various places in 
nearly every year unti l 1956. They are scane and difficult 
to obtain . 
Mosthand cancellations and slogans from the 1960 ' s onwards 
were for individual shows. Many of the cancellations were 
skeleton cancellations , or for mobile post offices and re­
gistered letters. Some examples of these are shown . Abbil­
dung 21 was used for the Royal Show at Lincoln in July 1947 
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on ordinary mail. Figure 22 (Abb .22) was used on regist~red 
mail at the Royal Highland Show held in June 1~50 a~ Pa1s-
ley. This cover also shows the Mobile Post Off1ce s1ngle 
ring cancellation. The example at figure 23 (Abb.23~ has a 
blank registered label and a special hand cancellat1on and 
was used at the Liverpool Show in July 1954. The cancella­
tion at figure 24 (Abb.24) was used on parcels at the Royal 
Highland Agricultural Show at Edinb~rgh in June 1955. ~ r~­
gistered cancellation used at Dumfr1es for the Royal H1gh 
land Show in 1964 is at figure 25 (Abb.25) and skeleton 
cancellation used for the Lincolnshire Show in 1965 is at 
figure 26 (Abb.26) 

R LINCOLN A 
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7. The Royal Show 
One of the most important of the annual shows is the Royal 
Show which, finally, had its permanent show ground at Stone­
leigh-, Kenilworth. This show has been co~emorated by seve­
ral slogans and hand cancellations. The f1rst of these after 
the war was a slogan used at Birmingham in 1963 (Abb . 27) · 
Slogans

1

were also used in 1966 to publicise "Royal Leamington 
spa" (Abb . 28) andin 1967, for "Historie Warwick" as host 
towns for the Royal Show (Abb.29}. 
The Show was not commemorated again until 1971, when three 
single circle handstamps with the words "Royal Show, Stone­
leigh coventry" and numbered 1 , 2 & 3 were used at the 
Show '~ Post office. These were used annually wich changes 
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Abb . 22 

of date, until 1976 (Abb.30) . There were no cancellations 
in 1977 . In 1978, because it was the "Year of the Shire 
Horse", there were many Show cancellations throughout the 
country. A new cancellation, featuring a rosette was used 
at Stoneleigh (Abb.31) . The single circle cancellations were 
used again in 1979, and a rosette was featured again on a 
new cancellation used in 1980 (Abb . 32). 

8. The Royal Highland Show 
This is another Show which has had several homes but, for 
some years, it has been held at Ingliston, near Edinburgh. 
A special cance llation featuring a fine coat of arms was 
first used in 1962 and continued with a change of dated 
until 1978 (Abb.33) when a smaller simplerdesignwas intro­
duced (Abb. 34). 

9. The Bath and West Show 
Hand cancellations for this Show were used three times in 
the 1930 ' s but there was nothing a fter that until a slogan 
in 1964 when the Show was held at Swindon (Abb.35). 1964 
was the year after the Post Office relaxed thei r rules on 
local slogans and many shows had their first slogans that 
year. These slogans continued every year until they began 
to die out in the 1970's partly due to the combining of 
shows so that there were fewer shows covering larger areas . 
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In 1965, a similar slogan to that used in 1964 was used at 
Shepton Mallet, Wells, Darchester and Yeovil for the Bath 
and West Show which was actual~y held at Shepton Mallet that 
year (Abb . 36). Shepton Mallet was again the venue in 1966 
and a new slogan in two different sizes was used at Devizes , 
Bristol and Darchester but , as Devizes and Darches te r r e­
ceived the wrang size dies to start with and the dies had 
t o be switched , some uses of the slogans are somewhat dif­
ficu lt to obtain (Abb . 37-38). There were no more slogans 
a fter that year, publicity being switched to Bat h Music Fes­
tival, but in 1977 a Special hand stamp was used at Shepton 
Malle t for the 200th anniversary of the Show . By then the 
Show had become the Royal Bath & West Show (Abb .39 ) . 
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In 1978 commemorative stamps were issued for four breeds 
of horses, that year being the Centenary Year of the Shire 
Horse, a farnaus farm horse. In consequence, there was a 
proliferation of special cancellations marking the event , 
most o f them being i l lustrated with horses . 
They included a brief revival of Show cancellations inclu­
ding one at Shepton Mallet (Abb . 40) for the Bath and Wells 
Show. 

10 . Three Counties Show 
A machine slogan was used at Malvern in 1964 for the Three 
Counties Show (Abb . 41) . There were no other cancellations 
for this Show until a hand cancellation at Malvern in 1978 . 
This showed t he badges of the three counties (Hereford, 
Wareester & Gloucester ; Abb . 42). 
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11 . Shropshire and West Midlands Show 
This was another Show which had its first slogan in 1964 
(Abb.43) . The design was slightly changed for 1965 and this · 
secend design was used with a change of date in 1966-1968 
(Abb.44). In 1969, the slogan announced that "The Mounties 
are coming to the West Midlands Show" (Abb.45). It is 
quite common to have special attractions at these shows 
to attract the crowds. In 1970, the firstdesignwas used 
again hand cancellation illustrating a horse (Abb . 47) . 

12. Bucks County Show 
1964 also saw what was the only cancellation for this show 
- a slogan used at Aylesbury in August (Abb.48). 

13 . The County Show, Stafford 
Again, a slogan was first used in 1964 (Abb.49) and the 
same design with a change of dates was used in 1965 - 1968 
at various post offices (Abb . 49) . 

14. The Royal Counties Show 
The 1965 Show at Walverton was publicised by a slogan used 
at Basingstoke and Newbury i n January- June (Abb .50) and a 
special hand cancellation was used on the days of the Show 
(Abb.51) . For the 1966 S~ow the same design slogan, with a 
change of dates , was in use for a year (Abb . 52) until the 
time of the Show, when a hand cancellation also similar 
to the previous year was used (Abb.53). A similar slogan 
was used for the 1967 Show (Abb.54), but no hand cancella­
tion. 

15. Newark and Notts Show 
A simple, all type slogan with change of dates and slight 
Variation in design was used at Newark for this Show in 
1965-1970 . Seme of these are shown at fig.55-57 (Abb.55- 57) . 

16. Devon County Show 
This Show , held at exeter, also had a simple all type slo­
gan with slight changes in 1965-70 (Abb.58- 63). It was 
used at all or some of the following towns: Exeter, Ply­
mouth, Newton Abott and Barnstaple. 

17 . Devon County Show cont. 
In 1971 , the 1965 sloganwas repeated , wi th the Exeter Dis­
trict die (64). In the same year, a var iation with the 
border round the words extended , was used at Barnstaple , 
Newton Abbot and Plymouth (Abb.65) . Var iati ons on this 
Version were used with different dates in 1972- 1973 (Abb . 
66-67) . - 41 -
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Abb.35 

A design with much finer lettering was used in 1974 (Abb. 
68) , with further changes in 1975 (Abb.69) and 1976 (Abb. 
70). In 1977, for the first time, a pictorial cancellation 
was used, showing a cockerel , bull and farm tractor pull­
ing a plough (Abb.71). The 1978 design had silhouettes of 
farm animals and a tractor (Abb.72) and the 1979 design 
reverted to lettering (Abb.73) . In 1980, a new all letter­
ing designwas used (Abb.74) and a further design appear-

Abb.42 
ded in 1981 (Abb . 75). 

18. Surrey Show 

Abb.40 

Abb.41 

The SUrrey Show was only publicised for two years, in 1965 
and 1966 using the same design at Guildford (Abb .76) . 

19. Bedfordshire Show 
This was also only publicised for two years in 1965 and 1966, 
using the same design. This featured a horse and rider jumping 
proving that shows are not just confined to agricultural 
produce and events. 

20. Peterberough and East of England Show 
The slogans for the Peterberough Show started in 1964 , with 
a design including a rosette (Abb.77). In 1965 and 1966, all 
lettering designs were used (Abb.78-79) . The design in 1967 
incorporated a cogwheel and an ear of wheat, symbolising 
mechanical farming (Abb . 80). 
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Abb . 43 

Abb.44 

Abb . 45 

Abb . 46' 

In 1968 the Show became the East of England Show and the 
slogan design was similar to that for 1967 (Abb .81 ). Similar 
designs were used again in 1969 and 1970 (Abb . 82-83) . The 
slogan in 1971 had an illustration of a very jolly pig (Abb. 
84) and that for 1972 a cheerful pony (Abb . 85) . In 1973 a 
sheep illustrated the slogan, and in 1974 the cheerful pony 
was used again (Abb. 86) . On the slogan for 1975, a triangle 
and a tractor illustrated the theme "Farm Britain Safely" 
(Abb.87). There was no slogan in 1976-1978 but in 1978 a 
hand cancellation was used for "The Horne of the Shire Horse" 
(Abb . 88). 

Abb.47 
Abb . 48 
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21 . Kent County Show 
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Abb . 49 

The first cancellation - a machine slogan - for this show, 
held at Detling, near Maidstone , was used at Dartford and 
Maidstone Post Offices in April to July 1966 (Abb.89) . The 
game design, with a change of date, was used again in 1967 
at Canterbury, Maidstone and Sevenoaks and in 1968 at Can­
terbury and Maidstone (Abb . 91) . 

22. Kent County Show cont . 
There was no further publicity until 1976, when a new design 
was used at Maidstone and Rochester (Abb.92) and a hand can­
cellation festuring the Kentish Horse Symbol was also used 
at Maidstone (Abb . 93). 
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23. Suffalk Show 
A slogan was first used in 1966 at Bury St.Edmunds, Ipswich 
and Lowestoft. It had an all lettering design (Abb .94). The 
1967 design, used at the same Post Offices, showed a cari­
cature of William Tell's son, Looking rather pleased with 
himself, with an apple on his head and an appeared arrow 
through it. The slogan of the rown die in standard and trans­
posed position (on right and left) as often happened in the 
1960 's (Abb.95- 96). 

Abb.55 

- Abb.56 

In 1968, the 125th Show was held and the slogan, used at 
the same three towns, was illustrated with a balloon (Abb. 
97) . An all lettering design was used in 1969 at the three 
towns (Abb . 98). The attraction at the 1970 Show must have 
been the Hausehold Cavalry as one is illustrated on the slo­
gan used at Ipswich and Lowestoft (Abb.99) . An alltype slo­
ganwas used in 1979 (Abb.100). There was no further publi­
city until 1981, when a hand cancellation was used at Ips­
wich for the 150th Anniversary of the Show (Abb.101). 

24 . United Counties Show 
The slogans for this Show were all-type . In 1967-1970, they 
carried the message "Visit the United Counties Show", with 
slight variations in design (Abb .102-104) . In 1970, the Army 
provided an attraction and the message on a second slogan 
used that year was "See the Hausehold Cavalry" (Abb.lOS). A 
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further all-type designwas used in 1971 {Abb .1 06) andin 
1972 the Show was again visited by the Army. This time it 
was the Kings Troop Royal Horse Artillery (Abb.l07). This 
troop fire s salutes on Royal and Ceremonial Occasions . It 
was given the name King ' s Troop by King George VI and 
allowed to keep the name by the present Queen . 
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~- 18.19. 20 
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25 . South of England Show 
This Show was formed by an amalgamation of several local 
shows and is held at Ardingly, in Sussex. It was first pub­
licised by a slogan used at Haywards Heath in 1968. The de­
sign shows a farm tractor and a head of a bull (Abb . l08) 
and a similar design was used in 1969-1974 (Abb.l09-113) . A 
change was made in 1975 when the design was made similar 
smaller and surrounded by a border (Abb . 114). With the 
mechanisation of the Post this design was moved to Redbill 
Post Office in 1976 and a similar one used in 1977 (Abb . 
115- 116) . In 1978 , a hand cancellation showing a coach 
and horses was used (Abb.117). 1978 was the "Year of the 
Borse" as explained earlier. 

J.\bb.81 
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: ~ . PET E RBORD_!.JliH · ·= 
26 . Northamptonshire Show 
This show has only been publicised once , by an all-type 
slogan in 1968· (Abb . 118) . 

27 . Lincolnshire Show 
The first slogan for this Show was in 1968 and had a pic­
ture of the Castle (Abb.119) . The slogan in 1969 celebra­
ted the Show's Centenary (Abb .120) . One of the attrac­
tions in 1970 must have been a hot a ir balloon, as one is 
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shownon the slogan forthat year (Abb.121). In 1974, an 
all-type sloganwas used (Abb . 122). 

28. Cheshire Show 
Ceshire has had two slogans for its Show at Hooton , the 
first in 1969, which said "The Mounties are Coming". The 
Mounties are , of corse, the farnaus Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police . An all-type slogan in 1970 said "Come to the Che­
shire Agricultural Show" (Abb.124~. 

29. Cumberland Show 
The Show, held at Carlisle, had similar all-type slogans in 
1969 and 1972 (Abb . 125-126). 

30. The Great Yorkshire Show 
ftand cancellations for this Show at Barrogate used in 1969-
19-70 fea tu red a whi te rose, the emblem of Yorkshire (Abb. 
127-128). Another hand cancellation was used in 1978 for 
the Shire Horse Centenary and had an illustration of a 
horse shoe (Abb . l29) . 
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31. The Royal Lancashire Show 

Abb.85 

Cance~lations of similar designs with a leaf emblem were 
used 1n 1973 and 1974 (Abb.130-131) . 

32. Bromley and Southern Counties Show 
This Show had a slogan in 1974, featuring 

33. Esher and Horne Counties Show 
A slogan was used at Kingston-Upon-Thames 
Sandown Park, also in 1974 (Abb.133) . 
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34 . The Royal Norfolk Show 

a marquee (Abb . 132) . 

for this Show at 

Abb . 86 

Abb.87 

A hand cancellation was first used for this Sh . 
in 1976 (Abb.134). Cancellations used over th ow at Norwlck 
linked with the Post Office Th . ree years were 

'11 . e one used ln 1979 showed 
Pl ar box and the one in 1980 and 1981 a 1 a post horn and 
enve opes and the words "Post Code" Th 1 ' k . 
Office is probably because Norwich ~as ~ne1:f ~~thf~he Post 
towns where the Post Offl'ce e lrst experimented with p t 1 M 
nisation (Abb . 135-l3?). os a echa-

35. Humberside County Show 
Humberside , one of the new counties reated l·n 1974 had an 
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all-type hand cancellation for the first show, at Kirming­
ton in 1976 (Abb.138) . 

36. Essex County Show 
The hand cancellation used in 1978 for the Show at Chelms­
ford illustrated the Coat of Arms of the County (Abb . l39). 

37. The Royal Welsh Show 
This Show, held at Builth Wells also had a hand cancellation 
in 1978 . It showed the Welsh Dragon (Abb.140). 

38. Miscellaneous Shows and Events 
These were vari us smaller shows throughout the country 
which had their own publicity both by slogans and hand can-
cellations. 
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39. Orsett Show 
The Show , in Essex, used the same slogan every year between 
1968 and 1974. The die were us~d at Romford and Grays . The 
illustration was a sheaf of wheat and all but one die had the 
ears of wheat filled in (Abb . 141-142). 

40. Biggar Show 
The slogan used at Lanark in 1969 for this Show was illustra­
ted by a sheep. 

41. Newbury Agricultural Show 
A bald all-type slogan was used for this show in 1970 (Abb . 
143) and a similar version of it in 1971. In 1979, for the 
seventeeth anniversary of the Show , a hand cancellation, 
showing a ploughshare , was used (Abb.144). 

42. Hart Show 
Hart Show at Hartlepool in County Durharn had a hand cancel­
lation in 1972 which showed tornatoes, an onion and a carrot 
and one in 1973 in the shape of a tornato (Abb. 14 5- 146). 

43 . Ploughing Contests 
In October 1971 the 18th World Ploughing Contest was held 
at Nynehead, Wellington in Sornerset. The hand cancellation 
used to cornrnernorate this event showed a tractor-drawn plough 
(Abb.147) . In 1974 a contest was held at Ross-on-Wye and a 
slogan used at Hereford showed a ploughshare (Abb.148). A 
cancellation at Windsor in 1978 for the All England Ploughing 
Championships showed a horse drawing a plough (Abb.149). 

44. Other events 
Smithfield Market Centenary . A slogan was used in London 
in October 1968 (Abb.150) . 51st anniversary of Chadacre 
Agricultural Institute . A slogan was used at Bury St .Edrnunds 
in October 1971 (Abb . 151) . 
Garne Fair, Stowe, Buckingharn. This was held in July 1971 
and was cornrnernorated by a hand cancellation (Abb.l52) . 
National Town and Country Festival was held at the National 
Agricultural Centre, Kenilworth in 1972. A hand cancellation 
was used i llustrated by an old road stearn engine (Abb .1 53) . 
1973 was the Livestock Market Centenary at Northharnpton 
and a hand cancellation used for the event showed a cow , 
sheep and pig (Abb . 154) . Kirriemuir District Agricultural 
Association, in Angus had a hand cancellation for its cen­
tenary in July 1972 (Abb.155). In 1978, a sheep shearing 
event was held at Wells-next-the-Sea, in Norfolk and the 

- 71 -



hand cancellation celebrating this showed a handsome head 
of a ram (Abb.156) . A grause is depicted on the hand can­
cellation for the Game and Country Fayre at Southport in 
May 1979 (Abb.157) . The Souvenir London Championship Show 
at the Alexandra Palace in October 1979 was propabl y more 
for pets but the hand cancellation is illustrated by a 
rabbit (Abb.158) . In February 1981 the Post Office issued 
a set of stamps illustrating Folklore. The 22p stamp sh~wed 
the Lammastide Festival with ears of wheat and cornucop~a 
and the hand cancellation used at London WC had a sheef of 
wheat (Abb.159) . 

45. Miscellaneous cancellations 
The grub of the Warble Fly burrows into the skin of cattle, 
causing swell ing , in October 1966 a slogan was used at 
five scottish towns urging farmers to wage war agairrst this 
pest (Abb.160). English apples and pears were given a great 
spel l of publicity in 1968 and 1969 by four slogans used all 
over the country . 
They were 
Pick an English Bramley (Abb.161); Pick an English Wareester 
(Abb.162); Pick an English Cox (Abb.l63); Pick an English 
Conference (Abb.164). 
The Highland Games held in Scotland every year have been 
the subject of many Cancellations. The Aboyne Games Cente­
nary in September 1967 were celebrated by a cancellation 
which was illustrated by a cockerel (Abb.165) . 

For several years Jersey has had three slogans to publicise 
their products . One says "Taste the Sunshine in Jersey To­
matoes" (Abb.166), the second "Jersey New Potatoes are ava­
ilable " (Abb.l67) and the third "Ghoose Genuine Jersey 
Royal New Potatoes" (Abb.168). 

There have been cancellations for various other shows and 
events over the years. If any of these are found to be 
connected with agriculture they will be included in a supp-
lement tagether with later cancellations. - D.W. -
=========================================================== 
Oie Anschrift des Autors: 
Mr. o.Wilson , 51. Robyns way, Sevenoaks, Kent (England) • 
Herr Wilson wird sich sicher über eine Zuschrift freuen! 

Werben Sie ein neues Mitglied! 
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Umweltsehutz 

Fünf vor Zwölf - oder : Das Jahr des Waldes 

von Siegbert Maywald, Grainet 

Der FAO-Rat hat auf seiner Tagung im November 1984 in Rom 
das Jahr 1985 zum "Jahr des Waldes" erklärt . 
Oie Ernährungs- und Landwirtschaftsorganisation der Ver­
einten Nationen ist auch für die Forstwirtschaft zuständig . 
Der Beschluß geht auf eine Initiative Österreichs, die 
auch von der Bundesrepublik unterstützt wurde, zurück. 

Im konferenzfreiem Jahr ist der FAO- Rat oberstes Organ 
und handelt für alle 156 FAO-Staaten . In seiner Entschlies­
sung zum "Internationalen Jahr des Waldes" nennt der Rat 
die Erhaltung des Waldes eines der größten Umweltprobleme . 
Der FAO- Rat drückt seine tiefe Sorge darüber aus , daß es 
auf allen Ebenen an politischem Bewußtsein für die wirt­
schaftlichen und sozialen Folgen sowie für die Auswirkung­
en einer anhaltenden übermäßigen Entwaldung auf die Um­
welt mangelt . 
Entwickelte und Entwicklungsländer "sitzen hier in einem 
Boot", darüber war man sich einig . Angesprochen wird 
- das das Tempo besorgniserregend ist, mit dem die Forst­

ressourcen erschöpft werden (jährlich 11.000.000 Hektar), 
- das die Forstwirtschaft in ariden Zonen große Bedeutung 

bei der Verhinderung von Wüstenbildung hat, 
- das Waldbrände die Hauptursache für die Zerstörung der 

Wälder des Mittelmeerraumes sind, 
das das Überleben vieler Wälder in der gemäßigten Zone 
durch Luftverschmutzung allein oder in Verbindung mit 
Insekten und Krankheiten ernsthaft gefährdet ist . 

Über das Anpflanzen von Bäumen wird schließlich der Bezug 
zum "Jahr der Jugend" hergestellt. 
Im Gegensatz zu manch anderem UNO-Jahr hat das Jahr des 
Waldes kaum philatelistische Früchte getragen. Vielleicht 
kommt noch einiges mit Verspätung : Natur- und Umweltschutz 
sind Thema der Europamarken 1986 . 

De.m 16 . Juli 1985 war der Ersttag der bundesdeutschen Marke 
Rettet den Wald! (Abb.1). Das Motiv: Eine Uhr vor geschä­
digtem Wald. Die Zeiger der Uhr stehen auf 3 vor 12. 
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