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Mainz und Rheinhessen – die größte Weinbauregion Deutschlands und die Landeshauptstadt 

von Rheinland-Pfalz - sind seit Juni 2008 Mitglied im Great Wine Capitals Global Network 

(GWC) - einem Zusammenschluss der exklusivsten und bekanntesten Weinbaustädte 

weltweit. Die „Great Wine Capitals“ verbinden derzeit weltweit neun große Weinstädte mit 

den sie umgebenden Weinbauregionen Bilbao/Rioja, Bordeaux/Region Bordeaux, 
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Florenz/Toskana, Kapstadt/Cape-Wineland, Mendoza/Region Mendoza sowie 

Porto/Dourotal, San Francisco/Napa Valley und Christchurch/Neuseeland. 

 

Die praktische Arbeit ist in den Arbeitskreisen Weinmarketing, Weintourismus, Bildung und 

Forschung organisiert. Die ersten großen internationalen Treffen in Kapstadt und in Bordeaux 

haben mit Beteiligung von Mainz|Rheinhessen stattgefunden. Die Gedanken sind frei und 

Mainz denkt ganz groß: so soll z.B. am Mainzer Zollhafen im Gründerzeit-Bau des 

ehemaligen Weinlagergebäudes ein prächtiges „Weinerlebniszentrum“ entstehen.  

Rheinhessen ist eine weintouristische Region mit großem Potenzial. Dies gilt es zu nutzen 

und national sowie international bekannt zu machen. Dabei hilft das GWC-Netzwerk: 

gemeinsam am eigenen Profil zu arbeiten und die eigene weinkulturelle Identität zu steigern. 

Das sind die Kernziele der Organisation. 

Mehr erfahren Sie hier: www.greatwinecapitals.de  

Von Anfang an hat Mainz|Rheinhessen am internationalen Wettbewerb „Best of Wine 

Tourism“ teilgenommen. Hier geht es darum, die besten weintouristischen Angebote der 

Region auszuwählen.  

 

Die Sieger von Best of Wine Tourism aus Rheinhessen. 

http://www.rheinhessen.de/1094.html  
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Great Wine Capitals: a world of excellence 

The Great Wine Capitals is a network of  nine major global cities in both the northern and 

southern hemispheres, which share a key economic and cultural asset: their internationally 

renowned wine regions.   

It is the only such network to encompass the so-called ‘Old’ and ‘New’ worlds of wine, and 

exists to encourage travel, education and business exchange between the internationally-

renowned centres of Bilbao | Rioja, Bordeaux, Cape Town, Christchurch | South Island, 

Firenze, Mainz | Rheinhessen, Mendoza, Porto, and San Francisco-Napa Valley. 

Since its creation in 1999, the Network has introduced: 

• A prestigious annual competition; the ‘Best Of Wine Tourism’ awards.    

This International competition is designed to reward the wineries in each member city that 

have distinguished themselves in terms of the excellence of their facilities in various 

categories from art and culture to sustainable wine tourism, and delivering quality experiences 
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to the public. Since their inception, over 309 properties have received an award from 2099 

nominees.  

• A business network with extensive training and information seminars, forums and tastings. 

Business facilities are also provided for visits between member cities. 

• An annual International Student Grant. 

This grant aims at promoting excellence and innovativeness in wine research. It encourages 

reseraches in topics interesting the Network (wine tourism, wine marketing, sustainability,...) 

and highlights the brightest students enrolled in wine education programs in the member cities 

of GWC. 

• Symposiums of experts on investments in the wine sector and education initiatives in wine. 

These take place often at the annual general meetings, when conferences are held to debate 

and illuminate crucial issues that affect the wider world of wine. 

• Technical and /or commercial exploratory trips to the member wine regions. Knowledge-

sharing is a crucial part of the network, as is the idea that each city can benefit from the 

strengths of their neighbours in the network. 

• A Great Wine Capitals Travel Network to facilitate travel between the regions, where travel 

agencies in each city develop custom-made food and wine itineraries. They are destination 

specialists in each city and are able to handle all travel requirements to and between the Great 

Wine Capitals. 

 

The Great Wine Capitals aims to heighten the wine experience for everyone who visits these 

cities, and to help the cities themselves make the most of their extraordinary culture, heritage 

and geographical locations. 

 

For more information, contact the Permanent Secretariat at: gwc@greatwinecapitals.com 

http://www.greatwinecapitals.com/?co=1&tp=4&cop=0&LG=1&mop=191&it=page 
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