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This PowerPoint file contains 35 of the more important graphs shown on The
Equality Trust web site and/or published in the book by Richard Wilkinson
and Kate Pickett, The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost
Always Do Better (Penguin, 2009). We hope you will use them in talks,
lectures or discussion groups to help increase people's understanding of the
effects of inequality.

These slides are provided on condition that you acknowledge their source. We
strongly recommend that you use them in conjunction with the book, which
explains the relationships shown in the graphs.

As these slides represent many years of work and thought, we would be very
grateful for donations to help The Equality Trust continue its work.

The Equality Trust is working to build a better society. By gaining a wider public
understanding of the damaging effects of large inequalities of income and
wealth, we can build support for policies to reduce them. As an
independent, not-for-profit organisation, our work depends on generous
donations from individuals and trusts which share our vision. You
can donate online at www.equalitytrust.org.uk, using PayPal to make a
secure credit or debit card payment.

Or you can send a cheque payable to The Equality Trust to us at 32-36 Loman
Street, London SE1 OEH, UK.
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Income per head and life-expectancy: rich & poor countries
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Health is related to income differences within rich societies
but not to those between them

Between (rich) societies Within societies
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How much richer are the richest 20% than the poorest 20%?

Japan
Finland
Manway
Swadan
Denmar
Bealgium
Austria
Garmany
Hetherlands
Spain

France

Canada
Switzérland
Iraland
Greace
Italy

Israal

Meaw Zealand
Australia
[H1%4

Fartugal
Usa

Singapore

0 2 4 6 8 10
Income gap

Source: United Nations Development Program
]

= Equality Trust

Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2009)

www.equalitytrust.org.uk



H:«J

fu‘mj ‘

}JUW’I'K)

LA
IROUBLED
%

SPECIAL REPORT

DROPOUT W
NATION ==




Health and Social Problems are Worse in More Unequal Countries

Index of:

+ Life expectancy
+ Math & Literacy
+ Infant mortality
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Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2009)
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Health and Social Problems are not Related to Average
Income in Rich Countries
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Health and Social Problems are Worse in More Unequal US
States
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Health & Social Problems are Only Weakly Related to
Average Income in US States
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Child Well-being is Better in More Equal Rich Countries

UNICEF index of child well-being
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Child-Wellbeing is Unrelated to Average Incomes in Rich

Countries
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Levels of Trust are Higher in More Equal Rich Countries
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Levels of Trust are Higher in More Equal US States
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The Prevalence of Mental lliness is Higher in More
Unequal Rich Countries
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Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2009)

Drug Use is More Common in More Unequal Countries
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Life Expectancy is Longer in More Equal Rich Countries

82 -
* lapan
5
s Sweden
m —
o 80
£
b-‘ [ ]
E Spain ?a"ada lsrael = = Australia
= Nl:lr':'ra*,’ France * Switzerland
-l%- Belgium * * [taly
o Augt:_lja :m . - .New Lealand
E SIAM Y Netherlands  Greece s UK Singapore *
P ?8 — * Finland
=
—
* |reland Husa
= Dienmark
* Portugal
76
| |
L High
Income Inequality
|
Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (20089) www.equalitytrustorg.uk ey et



Infant Mortality Rates are Higher in More Unequal Countries
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More Adults are Obese in More Unequal Rich Countries
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Educational Scores are Higher in More Equal Rich

Countries
ngh = Finland
Canada »
Metherlands News Zealand * * Australia

Belgium *

wn
2
o}
(¥}
w
E‘ Japan . Switzerland
‘—g s [reland
» Denmmark * France
= , Austria
ga] . N:II'WH}" 5 German-r-
=
4]
v USA =
=
'E;' * Spain
=
‘E MF P‘u:urt.ugal
[
S
L] Greece
>
<C
larael
Low -
T |
Low High
Income Inequality
Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2008) www.equalitytrust.org.uk - EQuality Trust



More Children Drop Out of High School in More Unequal US States
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Teenage Birth Rates are Higher in More Unequal Rich Countries
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Teen Pregnancy Rates are Higher in More Unequal US States
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Homicide Rates are Higher in More Unequal Rich Countries
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Homicide Rates are Higher in More Unequal US States
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Children Experience More Conflict in More Unequal Societies
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Rates of Imprisonment are Higher in More Unequal Countries
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Rate of Imprisonment are Higher in More Unequal US States
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Social Mobility is Higher in More Equal Rich Countries
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Overdeveloped countries?

High life expectancy can be achieved with low CO, emissions
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More equal societies are more innovative
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More Equal Countries Rank Better (1 is best) on Recycling
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Trends In UK Income inequality 1979-2005/6

1.6

Rising gap between rich and poor, relative to 1975

Thatcher i Major i Blair
0.8
& u‘*u‘iﬂ' *‘? ﬂ'? ‘? $ @’ 4" n“" ﬂ-* m‘# m‘ﬂ' q.# q.# -:EP e&"‘ @"'@a"@n’@u’“#&@« & @.,ﬁ «@&&* }@hﬁi

]
= Equality Trust
[ ]

Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2009)

whww.equalitytrust.org.uk



Trends In US Income inequality 1975-2005
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The rich developed societies have
reached turning point in human history

Politics should now be about the quality
of social relations and how we can
develop harmonious and sustainable
societies.
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Component

International data

US state data

Trust

Fercent of peaple who respond positively to the statement
"most people can be trusted”

1999-2001

Warld Values Survey Reverss-coded

Fercent of people who respond positively to the statement "most
peaple can be trusted”

1999

General Social Survey Reverse-codead

Life expectancy

Life expectancy at birth for men and wormen
2004
United Mations Human Development Report Reverss-coded

Life expectancy at birth for men and wormen
2000
LS Census Bureau, Population Division Reverse-coded

Infant mortality

Deaths in the first year of life per 1000 live births
2000
Warld Bank

Deaths in the first year of life per 1000 live births
2002
LIS Mational Center for Health Statistics

Obesity

Fercentage of the population with BMI = 30, averaged for men
and wormen

2002

International Obesity TaskForce

FPercentage of the population with BMI = 30, awveraged for men and
wornen, 1999-2002

Estimates from Prof Ezzati, Harvard University, based on NHANES
and BRFSS surveys

Mental health

Frevalence of mental illness
2001-2003
WWHD

Awerage number of days in past month when mental health was naot
good
1993-2001, BRFSS

Education

Combined average of maths literacy and reading literacy
scores of 15-year olds

2000

OECD PISA Reverse-coded

Combined average of maths and reading scores for 8+ graders
2003

L= Department of Education, Mational Center for Education
Statistics Reverse coded

Teenage birth rate

Births per 1000 women aged 15-19 years
1995
UNMICEF

Births per 1000 women aged 15-19 years
2000
LIS Mational ital Statistics

Homicides

Homicide rate per 100,000
Fetiod average for 19590-2000
Lnited Mations

Homicide rate per 100,000
1999
FBI

Irrprisonrme nt

Log of prisoners per 100,000
Lnited Mations

Prisoners per 100,000
1997 -8, US Department of Justice

social mobility

Correlation between father and son's income
A0-year period data from 8 cohort studies
London Schoal of Economics

M4,




